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SUSSEX COUNTY BOWLS - Men’s Section  
(Members of Bowls England & the Home Counties Bowls Association) 

 
111th Annual Report   

 
County Presidential Team, Fellow Officers, Appointees, Delegates and Club Members 
I am now writing this report as I reach the end of my sixth season as County Secretary and where do I 
start - what a season!!   Last year I indicated, that with the problems I had personally encountered during 
the season, to me it has been similar to that which the Queen described as an ‘annus horribilis’.  However, 
what I complained about last year, was nothing compared to that which we - have all - had to endure this 
season. 

My first thoughts on the season, are of the devastating effect that Covid-19 has had - not only on our 
bowling community and our clubs but on the nation as a whole.   2020 has been an unprecedented year 
with much suffering and loss which I am sure will have affected all of us in different ways.   From a purely 
bowling perspective, perhaps the only consolation is that those of you who wished - and felt safe to do 
so, were able to at least play some bowls later in the season.  
In many clubs, many members have not joined and revenue is down so clubs are suffering financially and 
I am aware that two club has closed this year.   Homefield Park, from Worthing Beech House Park, closed 
their doors for good on 4th October and Hotham BC from Bognor Regis, who have for many years existed 
on a handful of members, finally decided to wind up the club this summer.   However, I am exceedingly 
pleased to report that Hotham BC, on winding up their club found they had in their account, the sum of 
£2364.12, which they have kindly donated to the County - for use specifically for the Under 25’s.   What 
a fantastic sum for the Under 25’s from that club, to whom I offer sincere thanks. 
The other real good news on the financial front, is that Bowls England have moved the date for payment 
of Affiliation fees - each year - from 1st October until 1st  May, so clubs will now know who have paid their 
fees for the season, when they join in March/April - and will then be able to use part of that money, to pay 
the relevant amount through to the County and BE.    Moving away from paying affiliation fees as of 1st 
October, in the closed season, will be a relief for many clubs who really did not understand whether they 
were paying in advance or in arrears.   
With regard to the problems that we have faced, I was fortunate enough to find something to do during 
the first big lockdown period to keep me busy and to save me from going stir crazy. In an effort get out of 
the house and keep myself sane – I was able to help out in my local community hub, by delivering 
prescriptions to almost 400 different homes on many occasions - and I saw how some very elderly people 
were/are really struggling to cope during lockdown.    We must hope that it is possible to get on top of this 
horrible disease and perhaps/maybe get back to normal in 2021 – although to be perfectly honest, I am 
not currently convinced we will be fully back to normal in 2021. 
I am also fully aware that you must all be sick of the paperwork I am constantly sending out, but whilst 
am sorry to have inundated you with so much paperwork - it was a necessity.   I feel like I have spent, the 
entire summer, sending out to all clubs the latest updates from Bowls England - as to what clubs should 
and should not do at their clubs. 
I have also, towards the latter end of the season, visited many clubs in Divisions 2,3 and 4 (Div 1 was a 
bit too far to travel just to watch a friendly limited game of bowls) and during those visits I have observed 
how clubs have adjusted and cope with the limitation imposed on them by Bowls England.   Although 
some clubs have not opened at all, most have - and with the exception of one unfortunate incident where 
a serious breach of guidelines was observed – the vast number of clubs have stuck to the BE guidelines 
and found some innovative ways of dealing with the sanitising situation. 
It is strange that we have spent years teaching players that they must remove woods from the head by 
using their hands and not by their feet – and that skips should centre the jack with their hand - again not 
using their feet – and now we are insisting they do the exact opposite!!   No wonder there have been 
minor problems at times where people have simply been so used to taking certain actions for many, many 
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years, that they have at times forgotten what they should now be doing instead, but those instances that 
I have seen were rare and appeared to be a genuine mistake by the person concerned.   
I must therefore thank all clubs and members, for your efforts and understanding - I know it has not been 
easy but it was/still is a necessity.   It appears we have not had a problem with Covid-19 within bowls in 
our County and that I believe is due to the measures that clubs have taken to ensure their members stay 
safe and we need to ensure it stays that way.   Thank you all. 
Moving on - my next thoughts must be to express my deep sadness that our President for 2020, Roger 
Day, has been unable to enjoy what should have been a pleasant and enjoyable season as the County 
President - after two previous years involved in the Presidential team.   Bowls England decided that their 
Presidential team should ‘roll over’ to 2021 and Roger was asked if he wished to continue as our County 
President in 2021, but unfortunately for personal reasons he indicate that he felt he was unable to do so.   
We will therefore follow natural progression. 
The Presidential tour was cancelled, but It was possible at the very end of the season to play three 
Presidential matches against Witterings BC, Purley BC and Fairlight BC, so Roger has something to 
remember, but unfortunately that is far too little.  Facilities and Civid-19 procedures at the two clubs in our 
County were superb, I only wish I could say the same for the club we visited in Surrey where it appeared 
they had no concept of the procedures they were supposed to be following. 
It has been agreed that an additional Executive Match will be played next year against the 2020 
Presidents club, Isle of Thorns, to compensate, as this did not happen in 2020. 
Membership – I cannot report on membership numbers as they will not be known until after submissions 
are made for the new date of 1st May. 
Constitution and Rules – Due to the fact that we are unable to meet for a physical AGM – and our AGM 
will be conducted by consensus by email, there are only minor changes proposed to the Constitution and 
the Men’s Section Rules and I believe these are non-contentious. 
Competitions.   No Competitions have been held, either by Bowls England or by the County and all 
money for Competitions entered through the County, has been returned to clubs for refunding to the 
players who submitted an entry.    Players who entered BE direct Competitions, online via the BE website, 
were advised by BE that their entry and money paid, would rollover to 2021 Competitions unless players 
specifically asked for it to be refunded. 
One thing I must mention however is a gentleman called Terry Knight of Westfield BC, who very kindly 
made two new large wooden bases for our Champion of Champion and Triples trophies.   The gratuity of 
£10 per base, in no way truly reflects the time, effort, equipment or materials gone into making these 
bases and we are extremely grateful to Terry for his efforts. 
The proposal that was being considered to change the method by which Competitions were run, to hold 
each of the four Championship Competitions over a two week period on, as opposed to running them on 
the same day for several weeks - has been shelved this season and will be reconsidered later. 
I have previously notified that Bowls England have finally decided to allow Husband and wife/partner to 
play together in the direct entry to BE, Family Pairs Competition and this has come about after much 
lobbying by many people.   In addition BE have decided to reduce the number of bowls used in the Junior 
Pairs, from 4 down to 3, to match the format used in other competitions for these young bowlers.  This 
has forced us to make a change to our Men’s Section Rule sand a proposal is included in the paperwork.  
County Matches.  Like everything else, all county matches were cancelled for 2020 and have been 
arranged to be played at the same venue in 2021 – albeit 6 days later to fall in line with the BE 
Standardised weeks calendar. 
Executive Matches:  A similar situation occurred with all Executive matches being cancelled and any 
club that was scheduled to have a celebration game in 2020 is able to apply for a similar match in 2021. 
Middleton Cup and Home Counties League, Under 25, Under 18 and Vice Patrons  Once again all 
cancelled so nothing to report. 
Website:   The competition module for the new website has finally been made available to us for testing 
and proposed amendments now that b4b have finally completed the BE Competitions website.   We are 
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getting an amended version of the BE system and are currently working on the submission of entries part 
of the system.  We then move to the draw and results section. 
David Page - our webmaster, Tony Sharman – Chairman and ex webmaster, Robin Llewellyn-Powell – 
Competition Secretary - and I, have all been holding fortnightly zoom meetings with b4b, but there are 
several changes required and progress is painfully slow.   I do not anticipate that it will be in use for 
summer 2021, but ultimately it will be a very good and useful system which will ultimately allow players to 
- submit and pay for - entries online, to see the full draw and results as they are entered and will greatly 
reduce the workload of the Div. Comp. Secs. 
Mike Newth Trophy:   This year there were only three nominations received for this Trophy and all were 
for members of the Women’s Section.   The eight members of the  Joint Management Committee 
considered the three nominees and it was a unanimous decision that for 2020, the Mike Newth Trophy 
should be awarded to Marion Boswell of Bexhill BC, in recognition of her service to that club - during her 
33 year membership of the club. 
Thanks: I must now conclude with thanks to certain people.   Whilst many of the Officers and 
appointments have had little or nothing to do this season, I must offer my thanks, particularly to the people 
who have still been very busy during the summer months. 
The Presidential team like everyone else, have had a quiet season and have had little to do apart from 
forward their views on matters discussed by the members of the GPC and agree certain fixtures for 2021.  
A sad year for Roger and one year out of the learning process for Bob and Mark.  However I must extend 
my thanks to them all, Roger, Bob, Mark and Gordon - hopefully they will all be more involved in 2021.  
You may have noticed on the appointments list, that Gordon has now been ordained as a minister and 
will be assuming the role of County Chaplain!! 
I will then proceed to the Chairman – who like myself - has been extremely busy ensuring information 
has reached clubs and dealing with internal problems that have arisen at certain clubs, unfortunately with 
some culminating in the resignation of more than one Club Secretary or other officer at certain clubs.  A 
distressing time at several clubs where the interpretation of guidelines has at time caused problems and 
internal conflict.   Tony and I have, I believe, worked well together during this difficult time. 
Moving on to our Treasurer, John Abbott, who apart from the normal routine work of being our Treasurer, 
has this season been tasked with the unenviable job of refunding monies to 103 different clubs and as 
one of the second signatories to online payments, the majority also came to me for verification - so I am 
fully aware of what was involved.   John is now, unfortunately, not in the best of health and has indicated 
that he is retiring - and after 10 years looking after our accounts I believe we all need to offer a vote of 
thanks to him for the work he has carried out during that time.    John - a sincere thank you and as you 
have been made aware - the GPC has unanimously decided to make you an Honorary Member of Sussex 
County Bowls – and well deserved I must say. 
My thanks also go to Ken Woodcock for initially offering to undertake the role of Treasurer.   Ken 
unfortunately had to withdraw his offer due to problems with his health and  we were then fortunate that 
Lindsay Bangs, who has been Treasurer at his club Witterings for years, indicating a desire to take on the 
role and was co-opted by the GPC and will now be appointed unopposed at the AGM. 
Roger Dear, our Match Secretary, whilst having no matches to deal with this year, had the task of 
agreeing with all other counties and clubs for all matches scheduled for 2020 to be arranged at the same 
location for 2021.    Roger has served in post for three years and with another candidate interested in 
taking on the position for 2021, Roger is standing down.   Thank you Roger for your service during the 
past three year which I am aware you have fitted in alongside of many other things that you are deeply 
involved in. 
Our other two senior Officers, Lindsay Bangs, our Assistant Secretary and Robin Llewellyn-Powell, our 
Competition Secretary,  have had a comparatively peaceful time I believe, but have still been there to 
discuss matters when necessary so I must also offer my thanks to them. 
John Bishop, our Safeguarding Officer, has also worked tirelessly during this time and appears to be 
another person who never stops.   Once more my sincere thanks for the work that you are doing.   
Another person that it is important that I offer special thanks to, is David Page who took over from Tony 
as our webmaster.   When Tony was webmaster I knew that if I sent something to him to be put up on 
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the website it would always be done with the greatest of speed.   He appeared to be like me - someone 
who seemed to always be sitting at his computer.  David is made from a similar mould and does a fantastic 
job for this County of ensuring that any action is taken as soon as possible.   Thank you David. 
With our Assistant Secretary Lindsay Bangs, agreeing to move over to take on the position of Treasurer, 
it meant we needed a new Assistant Secretary.    I indicated to all clubs this requirement and was 
extremely pleased to be contacted by the Club Secretary of Hurstpierpoint, Noel McAuliffe, expressing 
interest.   I sent the relevant Job Responsibility to Noel who has indicated a desire to proceed with his 
interest in the position and I have subsequently received a nomination from his club and he will be 
automatically appointed at the AGM.   Thank you Noel and welcome to the GPC.  
Finally I need to thank the members of the GPC, the Selection Committee and all other appointees, 
who whilst having nothing much to do this summer – are mostly still in post and hopefully looking forward 
to the next season when they will be more involved.   Michael Bright is standing down as Div 3 GPC Rep 
and we welcome Graham Scutt from Southwick who has been nominated as a replacement.   David Bain 
agreed to take on the role of Div 4 Comp. Sec for 2020 as there were no nominations, but John Whitfield 
of Bognor BC has now been nominated for the position for 2021.   My thanks to Michael and David for 
their work over the years – and to Graham and John for wishing to replace them. 
Unfortunately I have now recently been informed by Ken Staton, the Divisional Competition Secretary for 
Division 3, that he will be moving out of the Division 3 area and will therefore be unable to stand for that 
post in 2021.   We are therefore urgently seeking a replacement for that position and I need to thank Ken 
for all his work over the past years. 
That then just leaves the delegates, who would normally take the time to attend at these meetings – to 
the Club Secretaries, Treasurers, Match Secretaries, etc., at clubs, who are often doing a thankless task 
and to the many people who work on the greens and in the clubhouses in order that we may all enjoy our 
bowls during the summer season.   To you all a big ‘Thank You’ and may I once again wish you all an 
enjoyable and successful season in 2021. 
I look forward to working with Bob Markham who becomes President for 2021, who I am sure will do a 
great job and will hopefully have a much better year than Roger did.    Mark Broadway steps up to become 
in charge of Vice and we have an election for the position of Junior Vice President to deal with. 
 
Thank you. 
 

 

 
 
Yours in Sport 

 

Rod McBeth 
Rod McBeth 
Hon. Secretary – Sussex County Bowls – Men’s Section  

  
          
.    


