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SUSSEX COUNTY BOWLS (Men’s Section)  
(Members of Bowls England & the Home Counties Bowls Association) 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Executive Committee  
Held at Adur I.B.C.   

14.00 hours on Monday 11th October, 2021 
      

Present: Tony Sharman (TS) (Chairman), Bob Markham (BM) (President), Mark Broadway (MB) (Vice 
President).Rod McBeth (RMc) (Hon. Secretary), Lindsay Bangs (LB) (Treasurer), Robin 
Llewellyn-Powell (RLP) (Hon. Competition Secretary), Roger Day (RD) (Hon. Match 
Secretary) – plus delegates from 46 clubs, plus Past Presidents and Honorary Members and other 
Officers as per the attendance register. 

 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks. Action 

 a) The Chairman welcomed all to the Meeting and noted that due to Covid-19 it was now 
two years since this committee had been able to meet. 

He then asked those present to stand for a one minute of silence, to recognise the 
bowlers who had lost their life during this sad time.  

 

2. Apologies.  

 a) Apologies had been received from N McAuliffe - Asst. Secretary and J Bishop - 
Safeguarding Officer,  M Newth & T Mitchell -  Past Presidents, and Club Delegates - 
G Barnard, P Chuter, R Connor, C Cook, W Crittle, I Ford, C Holt, I Miller, R Oliver, 
C Sykes, D Thorogood, and J Westgate. 

 

3. Minutes of the Executive Meeting held on the 7th October, 2019.  

 a) The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record.  

4. Matters arising from the above Minutes.  

 a) RMc reported that new Colts Badges had been purchased and were being issued.  

5. Officers Reports – (as issued with paperwork for the meeting)  

 a) Reports as issued by the – Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. Competition Secretary 
and Hon. Asst. Secretary for VP’s and Executive) and Benevolent Fund Secretary and 
Safeguarding Officer were all accepted as issued. 

 

 b) TS reported that we had sadly lost our Safeguarding Officer as he had become 
extremely frustrated with his inability to obtain from BE any replied to his questions. 

 

 c) Len Ashby asked when the Competition Portal would be on the website for access by 
players who wished to enter competitions and RMc explained that he had recently once 
again commenced carrying out testing on the final changes that b4b had been asked to 
make and that he was currently awaiting a reply from b4b.   It was hoped and 
anticipated that the portal would be available either late October or early November 
and players then would have until 1 February to make their entries.   It was noted that 
this information had already been circulated to all Club Secretaries. 

 

  RMc then continued to answer further question as to how the system worked and how 
the draw was done.   It was noted that the draw for the Two Wood Competition should 
be left until as late as possible. 

 

  TS Reported that he was seeking a replacement for himself as Secretary and Treasurer 
of the Benevolent Fund and if anyone was interested to let him know.   He continued 
to report that he was surprised that no payments had been made from the Benevolent 
Fund during the past year despite the problems with Covid. 
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6. Proposed change to Constitution re Affiliation Fess and Subscriptions.  

 a) A proposed change as attached was accepted and unanimously agreed for passing to 
the AGM for voting on and introducing into the Constitution. 

RMc 

7. Proposed changes to the Men's Section Rules re Competitions.  

 a) With the forthcoming change to Competitions where actions will from 2022 be taken 
online, it was necessary to amend some of the Competition rules.  The proposal as 
attached was unanimously agreed for passing to the AGM for voting on and 
introduction into the Men's Section Rules. 

RMc 

 b) Len Ashby asked what would be the role of the Assistant Competition Secretaries under 
the new online system and RMc noted that this had been discussed at the GPC and that 
there would obviously be less work for the DCS's under the new system, but is was 
initially very much a case of seeing how it worked during the first year and it was 
anticipated that there would be no requirement for as many as four DCS's in 2023. 

 

8. Proposed changes to the Men's Section Rules re Credit Points for County Matches.  

 a) The proposal as attached was discussed at some considerable length and it was finally 
agreed that it should be referred back to the GPC for further consideration and 
resubmission. 

GPC 

 b) As part of the discussion Robin Shannon asked as to how teams were selected for 
County Matches and RMc explained the procedure that is followed by the Selectors. 

 

9. Draft Proposal re the Award of a County Badge to the winner of the Unbadged Singles 
Competition. 

 

 a) A proposal that the winner of the County Unbadged Singles Competition should be 
awarded his County Badge was discussed for some considerable time and it was 
eventually agreed that RMc should prepare and amendment to the Men's Section Rule's 
to add one line simply stating 'the Winner of the Unbadged Singles shall be awarded 
his County Badge' - in Para 3., c., (ii).   This draft proposal to be prepared for passing 
to the AGM for voting on and introduction into the Men's Section Rules.   (see 
attached). 

 

RMc 

  A query was raised concerning the receipt of a county badge by a player who had 
earned his badge but did not reach the finals rounds where it was possible to present 
his badge.    This had been discussed at the GPC as there were several badges that had 
not been presented due to lack of opportunity to do so and all clubs had been notified 
that a player would be presented with his badge when he made himself available for 
and was selected to play in his first county match - the system as used by the Women's 
Section. Badges are presented by the President and will not be sent out to clubs. 

Following representation that certain players worked and were unable to make 
themselves available to play in County matches it was agreed that if a player due his 
badge, notified that he was attending at one of the Quarter or Semi finals which are 
held throughout the County - the President could present his badge on such an  occasion 
or alternatively if the President was invited to a club Annual event it could even take 
place there. 

 

10. Vacancies.  

 a) TS reported that we currently were still seeking personnel to fill certain vacancies, that 
of Competition Secretary and Safeguarding Officers and asked that any person who 
may be interested asks his club to submit his nomination for the position. 

 

11. Change of Executive Matches to Presidential Matches  

 a) It was explained by both TS and RMc that for several years, it had been difficult for 
the Assistant Secretary, to obtain sufficient names for teams to fulfil Executive 
matches.   It was felt that many members of the Executive Committee had no desire to 
play in such matches and they were required to wear a blazer which many did not own.  

 



Sussex County Bowls Executive Committee Meeting – 11th  October, 2021        Minutes 

Page 3 of 3      Prepared by Rod McBeth 27-Oct-21 

It was therefore decided to change the Name to Presidential matches and to invite 
players to submit the From F2b - not only to play in County matches - but also to be 
considered for Presidential matches, a system used in other counties. The advantages 
of such a system were considered to be twofold, any player who wishes to play for the 
County knows he needs a blazer and county shirt so would have the correct dress to 
play in Presidential matches - and those players who apply to play for the County but 
do not get selected  would be eligible to play in the Presidential matches where they 
could show their ability and improve their chances of being selected for a County game. 

12. Any Other Business.  

 a) Bowls England  

  (i) RMc reported that there was considerable discontent with the current manner in 
which Bowls England were making changes without any consultation with the 
Counties and the inability to get answers to questions.   Many, many changes had 
been made at the National Finals and traditions appear to be being swept away.   
Even the Presidential team, who are normally supportive of BE are reported to be 
incensed with many of the decisions being made and action being taken. 

BE have arranged a counties meeting at Loughborough University on 26/27 
November, which RMc and the Women's Section Secretary, Kathy Flood, as the 
BE Delegates for this county, would be attending. 

RMc 

  (ii) RMc reported that so far he had received just under 30 forms to attend at the 
County Annual Luncheon prior to the AGM on 6 December at the Hydro Hotel 
Eastbourne and although the closing date for entries is not until 1 November he 
was rather concerned.   Delegates were asked to remind their clubs. 

ALL 

13. Next Meeting  

 The next Meeting Executive Meeting will be held on Tuesday 19th April, 2022  at 14:00 at 
Adur IBC. 

 
 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 15:48. 
 

Signed: Tony Sharman 

  (Chairman) 

Date: April, 2022 
 


