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SUSSEX COUNTY BOWLS (Men’s Section)  

(Members of Bowls England & the Home Counties Bowls Association) 

 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Executive Committee  
Held at Adur I.B.C.   

14.00 hours on Tuesday 19th April, 2022 

 

Present: Tony Sharman (TS) (Chairman), Mark Broadway (MB) (President), John Whitfield (JW) (Vice 
President), Stuart James (SJ) (Junior Vice President), Bob Markham (BM) (I Past President & 
Hon. Competition Secretary), Rod McBeth (RMc) (Hon. Secretary), Lindsay Bangs (LB) (Hon. 
Treasurer), Roger Day (RD) (Hon. Match Secretary) – plus delegates from 41 clubs, plus Past 
Presidents and Honorary Members and other Officers as per the attendance register. 

1. Chairman’s Opening Remarks. Action 

 a) The Chairman welcomed all to the Meeting and reminded all attendees to either 
switch off their mobile phones or to please place them on silent mode.  

 

2. Apologies.  

 a) Apologies had been received from Three Past Presidents - M Newth, H Payne and 
D Budd, Hon Coach - Geoff Fitch,  D1 Comp Sec - Simon Moore and Club Delegates 
from - Bexhill, Brighton, Crablands, The Crouch, Deanland, Eastbourne, East 
Grinstead, Hampden Park, Horsham, Isle of Thorns, Lancing, Motcombe Gdns, 
Northiam, Nutley, The Parade, Pulborough, Rottingdean, Royal Sovereign, 
Saltdean, Southwater, St Johns (Meads and Tarring Priory, 

 

3. Minutes of the Executive Meeting held on the 11th October, 2021.  

 a) The minutes of the previous meeting were accepted as a true record.  Proposed 
by Clive Bennett, seconded by Len Ashby. 

 

4. Matters arising from the above Minutes.  

 a) TS reported that although it had been minuted that the Safeguarding Officer had 
resigned, he subsequently withdrew his resignation.   However early this year, he 
once again tendered his resignation and we are currently seeking a volunteer to 
undertake this post. 

 

5. Officers Reports – (as issued with paperwork for the meeting)  

 a) Reports as previously issued from the Hon. Secretary, Hon. Treasurer, Hon. 
Competition Secretary and Hon. Asst. Secretary for VP’s and Executive) and 
Benevolent Fund Secretary were all accepted as issued. 

 

 b) TS reported that two payment had recently been made by the Benevolent Fund 
and then stated that he was seeking to stand down as Secretary and Treasurer of 
the Benevolent Fund and was seeking a volunteer to undertake this role. 

 

 c) He continued to stress that only clubs who had made a donation to the fund in the 
current year, were entitled to apply for assistance for any of their members and 
that the donation required to be made was not laid down as any set amount but 
what the club felt it could afford. 
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6. Report on Competition Portal  

 a) RMc reported on the introduction of the Competition Portal and some minor 
problems that had been encountered in the early stages. 

 

 b) He stressed that it was important that the individual made an entry to the 
Champions of Champion and not the club Secretary making an entry on his behalf, 
as has been the case in many instances, as that caused the wrong name to be 
associated with the entry. 

 

 c) He continued to clarify that no longer is the person named at the top of any pairing 
- the  HOME team and that now all matches are clearly marked with one person - 
either the person at the top OR the person at the bottom - being clearly identified 
as The Challenger.    The Challenger is the HOME player/Team and responsible 
for all match arrangements.  

 

 d) Len Ashby raised a query concerning the two wood Competition which was not 
published on the Competition Portal.   RMc explained that lists of players who had 
entered would be sent to the Divisional Competition secretaries to enable then to 
check with all entrants - two week prior to the event - to confirm their attendance 
on the day - and then the draw would take place once any players were removed 
whose circumstances had changed and were now unable to take part.   This would 
avoid withdrawals on the day and byes though to the latter stages.   RMc to send 
lists to the Div Comp Secs. 

RMc 

 e) The Chairman thanked Rod McBeth for all of the work he had done to ensure the 
Competition Portal was fit for purpose. 

 

7. Report on Presidential Match Selection  

 a) RMc reported on the new procedure that the Selectors were using for the 
selection of players for the Presidential matches. 

 

8. Any Other Business.  

 a) Disability Bowls England  

  (i) TS invited Bob Henstridge, DBE Bowls England Representative, to speak 
concerning support for the organisation and events organised by DBE. 

 

  (ii) TS then invited Mark Bilsby to speak concerning his fundraising efforts in 
order to allow him to travel to Australia in 2023 as a carer for one of the blind 
Bowlers that he supports. 

 

 b) Senior Fours Groupings  

  (i) RMc reported that when the Senior Fours were  introduced back in 2015/16 
there were very few entries so Div's 1 and 2 and Div's 3 and 4 were combined 
to enable enough teams in the two groups.   This was only intended to be a 
temporary arrangement.   The number of teams now entering this 
competition had now grown substantially and there are more entries than in 
some other competitions which are played in all four Divisions.   It is 
therefore the intention to draft a rule change for the AGM so that in 2023 
this competition will be played in all four divisions separately - the same as 
all other competitions. 

 

 c) Sum Up Card Reader  

  (i) RMc reported that the VP Controller had been authorised to purchase a Sum 
Up card reader from funds obtained from their VP's, to enable them to 
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collect card payments for matches.   A similar system was being introduced 
for County and Presidential Matches. 

  (ii) He continued to add that he believed that BE were looking at a scheme 
where all clubs would be able to purchase one of these machines at a 
discounted price, through an arrangement they were currently looking into. 

 

 d) Presidential Speech  

  (i) President Mark welcomed players to the new season and notified the 
procedure he intended to use when he selected his own rink for the County 
and Presidential matches. 

 

9. Next Meeting  

 The next Meeting Executive Meeting will be held on Monday 10th October, 2022  at 
14:00 at Adur IBC. 

 
 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 14:53. 

 

Signed: Tony Sharman 

  (Chairman) 

Date: October, 2022 

 

 


